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City of Brookings Mission Statement - The City of Brookings is 

committed to providing a high quality of life for its citizens and 

fostering a diverse economic base through innovative thinking, 

strategic planning, and proactive fiscally responsible municipal 

management. 

 

Parks Mission Statement ï is to provide parcels of open-space, 

green areas throughout the city, for aesthetic purposes, as site for 

recreation activities and to reduce the perceived and real 

population density of residential areas. 

 

Recreation Mission Statement ï is to provide enjoyable 

recreational activities which enhance the quality of life for 

participants and volunteer leaders, to provide recreational 

opportunities, both competitive and non-competitive, for persons 

of all ages at a reasonable expense, and to establish an atmosphere 

at each sponsored activity which is supportive of the efforts of 

each participant and affirms their worth. 

 

Forestry Mission Statement ï is to preserve and perpetuate one 

of the communityôs most valuable natural resource and asset ï its 

municipal forest of trees on public property, including boulevards, 

parks and other city properties. 
  

 
 

 

For Further Information:  

City of Brookings 

Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department 

Allyn Frerichs, Director 

221 Main Avenue  

Brookings, SD 57006-2077  

Phone (605) 692-2708  

Fax (605) 697-8355 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

With the adoption of a Master Park Plan in 2010, this document establishes the vision for the park system 

including maintenance, renovation, enhancement and growth. The plan concludes that the park system 

will continue to expand to meet the needs of the population as the community continues to grow. The 

needs of the park system identified by the community were primarily in the three areas: to strategically 

locate parks, properly maintained parks and provided a quality experience of parks and facilities. 

 

Improvements to the park system will be made incrementally each year. Specific improvements identified 

and prioritized within this plan will become a part of the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). The CIP is a 

planning document and is subject to change depending upon City priorities and the funding available.  

 

The City of Brookings has a parks, recreation and forestry system with an approximate value of 

$17,982,000.  The City should budget accordingly to ensure maintenance and replacement of equipment 

and facilities maintains and enhances the overall parks, recreation and forestry system. 

 

The City and the School District should continue to work cooperatively and consider sharing financial 

responsibility to improve and maintain the outdoor facilities at school district locations. This investment 

will allow organizations in the community to continue to provide adequate programming to meet the 

growing needs of the community. Over all, the citizens of Brookings have significant investments in 

school and city facilities that should be maintained, improved and preserved over the long term in a 

cooperative manner. 

 

The City has positive relationships with youth athletic organizations and service organizations such as the 

American Legion, VFW, and Brookings Summer Arts Festival. These partnerships are key to the Cityôs 

ability to deliver quality recreation facilities to meet community needs. The City should continue to work 

with athletic organizations and service organizations to share resources and should continue to seek out 

new partnerships to meet existing and future community park and recreation needs. 

 

The City currently has approximately 8.5 miles of recreation trails in the community. This plan outlines 

the potential for 15 additional miles of recreation trail as the remaining portions of the City develop. The 

City will continue to work with developers to help connect these new developments to destinations in the 

community and to adjacent community trail networks. 

 

The most important issue facing the City and the park and recreation system, is to find adequate funding 

to maintain and replace existing facilities and to make park and recreation facility improvements meet the 

demands of the public at large. Funding of the system can be accomplished through allocations from the 

General Fund, 2
nd

 Penny Sales and Use Tax, partnerships with service organizations, actively pursuing 

grant opportunities, and the potential development of a ñCommunity Foundationò that would allow tax 

free ñdonationsò to the park and recreation system.  Finally, a parks bond referendum could be considered 

for large capital expenditures. 
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1   Introduction  

 

Why a Master Plan? 

 

The City of Brookings has one of the premier park and recreation systems in South Dakota with just over 

one-tenth of the land area of the City being comprised of parks, open space, wetlands, and trails.  The 

City park systems consists of 25 parks, recreation or open space properties.  New recreation trends have 

emerged such as in-line skating, skateboarding, disc golf, off-leash dog parks, and adult kickball leagues 

to name just a few.  Facility and/or programming changes may need to be adjusted as new recreation 

activities are added to the community.  

 

The City of Brookings recognizes the importance of parks and recreation as a quality of life amenity.  The 

City has not previously completed a master park plan.  Therefore, the need to conduct a current inventory 

assessment of existing parks as well as plan for the development of future parks is a priority.   

 

The goals of the Master Park Plan: 

 

 Demonstrate the need for and benefits provided by the Park and Recreation Department. 

 Chart the growth, direction, priorities, and agenda for the Department through 2030. 

 Demonstrate the Departmentôs alignment with and contributions to achieving the Parks and 
Recreation Department Mission and Goals and consistency with the City of Brookings Vision 

2020 Comprehensive Plan. 

 Identify community needs and desires. 

 Identify sustainable funding sources. 

 Prioritize park and recreation system improvements. 

 

Users Guide 
 

This Park Master Plan is intended to act as a guide to the future and set the general direction for parks and 

recreation programming and development from 2010 to 2030. The Plan includes a summary of public 

input, desires and needs, mission, goals and action plans. It also includes detailed park plans for physical 

improvement projects as they are known in 2009. This Park Master Plan should be viewed as a living 

document, to be evaluated and refined on a regular basis to keep pace with demographic, recreation, 

funding, and other trends as they evolve. 

 

This master plan will be the benchmark policy document for the Cityôs service delivery. It will provide a 

consistent and justifiable continuum of ideas, beliefs, and values, which defines the mission and vision of 

the City for its parks and recreation services. This is policymakerôs blueprint for decision making because 

it determines the fundamental services to be provided and commits the City to specific strategies for 

allocating resources. 

 

Benefits of Parks and Recreation Services 

 

The benefits of Brookings parks, recreation and open space are broad-ranging and are important to the 

quality of life in the community. Year round programs, activities and special events, parks, park facilities 

and open space all contribute to meeting the diverse needs of the community.  Parks, recreation, and open 
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space are not mere expenditures, but an investment in the future well-being of individuals and groups, as 

well as the continued attractiveness and viability of the City. 

 

 

 
 

 

Relationship to Other Plans 

 

The City has not previously adopted a formal Park Master Plan, but rather relied upon the Cityôs 

Comprehensive Plan and the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director to guide the City on acquiring and 

developing the park system.  The need for a detailed master park plan is necessary to ensure the 

philosophies upon which the park system has been built will remain intact and expanded upon in the 

future.  The master plan will help guide the Cityôs focus from building the park system to managing a 

park system to meet current needs including better connectivity, active living opportunities, a desire for 

high quality facilities, and environmental and economic sustainability.  

 

In 2000, the City updated its comprehensive plan, Vision 2020 Comprehensive Plan, with an updated 

parks element, which provided an overall framework and guiding policies.  The Master Park Plan is 

consistent with the developed patterns projected in the Vision 2020 plan. 

 

The 2004 Downtown Master Plan helped lay the framework for the 2008 Streetscape Project.  The 

concepts outlined in the plan addressed landscape aesthetics, pedestrian and bicycle safety, green space, 

and façade improvements to name just a few.  The completion of the Streetscape Project has vastly 

improved the look and feel of downtown Brookings.  

   

In October 2007, the Brookings Economic Development Corporation hosted the Brookings Area 

Visioning Charrette.  The primary focus of the charrette was based upon economic scenarios, while a 

portion of the session discussed quality of life issues.  The charrette findings reaffirmed the communityôs 

Brookings 
Parks & 

Recreation 
Department

by the Public

Ålearn about parks & recreation facilities  and 
services

Åunderstand benefits of services

Åunderstand the decisions the City makes

Ålearn about recommended improvements

by City Partners

Åmeet identified gap in facilities and program 
funding

Åhave a framework for partnerships with the 
City

Åcompare services to avoid duplication

by City Council

Ådirect priorities for park & recreation

Åguide planning for expected renovation and 
acquisitions

Åunderstand the public's issues and desires

Åidentify funding gaps and direct efforts to meet 
them

by Parks & Recreation Board

Åtool to promote parks & recreation

Åadvocate for priorities from public input

Åpolicy framework for priorities

Åbaseline to measure success

Åadvisory board to Director

by City Staff

Åguide daily decisions

Åplan workload and resource needs

Åpromote benefits of parks & recreation

Åidentify current park/facility funding gaps

Åbaseline to measure success



 

4 
 

desire for green space, quality parks, strong recreation programs, and overall protection and enhancement 

of community aesthetics. 

 
South Dakota State University Millennium Master Plan was updated in 2008.  The Master Planôs guiding 

principles reinforces both the university and cityôs desire to maintain a high quality place for residents to 

live, work, and play.  Green space, inviting amenities, and pedestrian friendly connectivity throughout the 

campus and community continue to be areas of focus. 

 

Community Characteristics 
 

To assess and anticipate Brookings current and future recreational facility needs it is important to 

understand general social trends and demographics.  Age composition, the number of households, ethnic 

diversity, and the Cityôs housing turnover rate have the potential to affect park and trail use and needs.   

 

Demographics 

 

Population Change 

 LOW % MEDIUM % HIGH % 

2000 census   18,504    

2010 est.   21,213 14.6   

2015 est. 22,257 4.9 22,449 5.8 22,568 6.4 

2020 est. 23,300 4.7 23,685 5.5 23,922 6.0 

2025 est. 24,344 4.5 24,920 5.2 25,277 5.7 

2030 est. 25,388 4.3 26,156 5.0 26,631 5.4 

Source:  US Census Bureau; Estimates provided by City of Brookings Community Development Dept. 

 

Growth Forecast 

 

By the year 2030, the population of the City of Brookings is estimated to reach 26,156.  A majority of this 

population growth will occur in single-family residential units in the southern part of the community.  

Additional growth in group quarters will occur on the campus of South Dakota State University as 

additional dormitories are constructed to meet the demands of a growing enrollment.    

 

Community Trends 

 

Comparing the past to the 2000 census provides some clues about future demographic trends, but 

probably under represent the degree of change likely in the future. Since the 1990ôs there have been 

significant demographic trends that have and will likely continue to affect change: 

 

× The 15-24 age group is heavily influenced by the presence of South Dakota State University. 

× The ñbaby boomersò are nearing retirement and this age group has traditionally been more active 

than their predecessors. 

× The ethnic composition of the community is slowly changing as the percentage increased from 

3% to 5% in 2000. 

× Single parent households with children increased by 127. 
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2  Park, Trail and Open Space System Framework 

 

Introduction  

 

Parks, trails and open space are essential components of a healthy community. Brookings recognizes the 

availability of adequate park, recreation, open space and trail connections are essential to the health, 

safety and welfare of the residents and persons living and working in the city. 

 

Decisions about parks, trails and open space affect the entire community. If done wisely such decisions 

can help increase quality of life and enhance sense of community. Therefore, it is important to have a set 

of guidelines to use in decision-making. The following framework was prepared to act as a guide for the 

preparation of the park plan and for on-going decision making. The framework criteria are based on 

national standards and should be used recognizing that local needs and conditions should be equal 

considerations. As such, this framework should be used as a guide and should be adjusted based on 

community needs, desires, trends, and other considerations. Residents, land developers, City staff, 

committees, and elected officials will use this framework along with consideration of local conditions as 

they face decisions about parks, trails or open space. 

 

Overall Park Area Standard 

 

A National Park and Recreation standard accepted range of overall park acreage per population is from a 

minimum of 10-acres/1,000 population to 20 or more acres per 1,000 population.  These park acreage 

figures are for the core park system made up of neighborhood parks, playfields and community parks. 

They do not include trail corridors, greenways, special use parks, school lands, regional parks or 

conservation areas. This overall figure should be viewed as a benchmark and should be adjusted based on 

local needs. 

 

General Park and Trail Criteria  

 

The following park and trail criteria are applicable to all parks. In addition, the descriptions of each park 

classification contain specific criteria applicable to that park type. 

 

Å  The location of parks and trails will be determined by the city using the Master Park Plan as a 

guide. Park land shall be suitable to its intended use. This means adequate size, parcel shape, soils, 

slope, access, and relationship to adjacent land uses.   

Å  Park land shall be contiguous and undivided by roadways, railroad tracks, pipelines, or other 

impassible or unusable barriers to the greatest extent possible. 

Å  Park land shall be free from any contaminants or debris. 

Å  Trail land shall be of sufficient width and slope to accommodate 10 foot wide trails and appropriate 

buffer areas. General guidelines include a minimum width of 20 to 30 feet, a maximum slope less 

than 12 percent and an average slope not to exceed four percent. 

 

Park and Trail Classifications 

 

Brookingsô parks and trails are classified according to their use and function and are described below.  

See Table 2.1 for a summary of the classifications, park sizes, typical service areas, and other descriptive 

date. 
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Mini Parks  

 

Mini parks are generally small, (usually four acres or less) and have a service area of one-quarter (1/4) 

mile or less.  These parks specialize in one or two types of services or facilities and are intended to the 

adjacent neighborhoods.  As the neighborhood needs change, the focus of mini parks can change.  The 

parks typically contain a childrenôs play area, a picnic area, and possibly a basketball court.   

 

The following criteria should apply to new mini parks in addition to existing mini parks:  

 

Å Land shall be a contiguous area and shall have a length/width ratio of no more than 3/1. 

Å Land shall be centrally located within a neighborhood and easily accessed by pedestrian or bike. 

Å Preferably, at least 75 percent of the total area of land shall have a slope of less than or equal to four 

percent (4%) and shall not be located within a storm water ponding area, drainage way or any other 

water body. 

Å Preferably, at least 75 percent of the total land area shall be of well-drained subsoils suitable to 

support the growth of healthy turf. 

Å The park area shall contain a minimum of six (6) inches of topsoil and shall be of a quality to 

support establishment of healthy turf and landscaping. 

 

Neighborhood Parks 

 

Neighborhood parks are the core building block of the Brookings Park and Recreation system.  These 

parks serve a dual function of providing recreation for neighborhoods and providing facilities for 

organized youth athletics. Neighborhood parks are designed to provide the day-to-day recreation facilities 

for a one-half (1/2) mile radius.  These parks are designed to serve approximately 300 to 650 households.  

Neighborhood parks are typically between four and ten acres. The parks typically contain a childrenôs 

play area, a picnic area, a basketball court, internal park trails, picnic areas with a shelter, restroom 

facilities, a small parking area and multi-purpose fields (softball, baseball, soccer, for example).  Multi -

purpose fields are typically used for informal use, but they may also be used for youth athletic leagues.  

Some neighborhood parks may contain an outdoor ice-skating area, tennis court or other similar 

recreation facility.   

 

Neighborhood parks may also include natural resources such as wetlands, wooded areas, or native 

plantings.  The following criteria should apply to new neighborhood parks in addition to existing 

neighborhood parks: 

 

Å  Land shall be a contiguous area of four to ten acres and shall have a length/width ratio of no more 

than 3:1.  The parkland shall have sufficient frontage on a public street to ensure public access and 

visibility .    The parkland shall have the general qualities needed to allow development of a quality 

neighborhood park. 

Å  Land shall be centrally located within a neighborhood and easily accessed by pedestrian or bike. 

Å  Preferably, at least 75 percent of the total area of land shall have a slope of less than or equal to four 

percent (4%) and shall not be located within a storm water ponding area, drainage way or any other 

water body. 

Å  Preferably, at least 75 percent of the total land area shall be of well-drained subsoils suitable to 

support the growth of healthy turf and athletic field use. 

Å  The park area shall contain a minimum of six inches of topsoil and shall be of a quality to support 

establishment of healthy turf and landscaping. 
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Community Parks and Community Athletic Complex 

 

Community parks provide recreation facilities for community scale recreation.  That can vary from multi-

field athletic complexes to a natural resource based passive park area or combinations of both.  

Community parks serve a two plus square mile area.  Users typically drive to these parks, although some 

community parks may also function as a neighborhood park for the adjacent area.  Passive community 

parks are typically located around a natural resource such as a lake, wetland, and significant woodland or 

other resource. 

 

Community parks are based on recreation need and their locations should have good access and be 

compatible for active lighted ball fields.  These parks should be well connected by arterial streets and 

trails/bikeways. 

 

Community parks with active recreation uses (i.e. ball fields, sport courts) and playfields should meet the 

following criteria: 

 

Å  Land shall be a contiguous area of at least 10 acres for community parks and shall typically have a 

length/width ratio of no more than 3:1. 

Å  The land to be dedicated or acquired shall be suitable to its intended use.  This means adequate size, 

parcel shape, public road frontage, soils, slope, access and relationship to adjacent land uses. 

Å  Land shall be easily accessed by pedestrian or bike, and provide convenient and safe vehicle access 

to a collector or arterial street.  
Å  For athletic complexes at least 90 percent of the total land area shall have a slope less than or equal 

to two percent and shall not contain a storm water ponding area, drainage way or any other water 

body. 

Å  At least 90 percent of the total land area shall be of solid subgrade, excluding areas composed 

primarily of wetland soils.  In addition, the same percent of land area shall be covered with no less 

than six (6) inches of topsoil and shall be clear of overgrown vegetation. 

Å  At least 90 percent of the total land area shall be of well-drained subsoils suitable to support the 

growth of healthy turf and athletic field use. 

Å  Where possible a larger area for a combined athletic and passive recreation park shall be dedicated 

or otherwise acquired.  This larger site is intended to provide a passive amenity based recreation 

area as well as active athletic uses. 

 

Community parks which focus on passive recreation (trails, picnicking, and water based recreation) 

should meet the following standards: 

 

Å  Land shall be a contiguous area of at least 10 acres with sufficient frontage on a public street to 

ensure public access and visibility. 

Å  Land shall be easily accessed by pedestrian or bike, and also provide adequate car access by 

roadway. 

Å  At least ten percent of the total land area shall have a slope of less than or equal to four percent and 

shall not contain a water detention area, drainage way or any other water body. 

Å  At least ten percent of the total land area shall be of solid upland soils, excluding areas composed 

primarily of wetland soils. 

Å  Desirable characteristics include varied and rolling terrain, a mix of forest and open grasslands and 

scenic features such as: lakeshore, river or stream frontage, and unique environmental, historical or 

cultural features. 
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Park / School Recreation Area 

 

The City and School District have a history of working cooperatively on recreation facility planning and 

park use.  If a new school site is contemplated, there are opportunities for additional shared facilities.  

Economies of scale are achieved with such joint uses that serve as a school playground as well as a city 

park.  Shared park/school area (suitable for school and community recreation use) will be jointly selected 

by the School District and City and shall have characteristics: 

 

Å  Land shall be a continuous area of 15 to 40 acres and shall typically have a length/width ratio of no 

more than 4:1. 

Å  Land shall be located directly adjacent to a school site and shall be easily and safely accessed by 

pedestrian, bike or automobile. 

Å  At least 75 percent of the total land area shall have a slope of less than or equal to two percent and 

shall not contain a storm water ponding area, drainage way or any other body of water. 

Å  At least 75 percent of the total land area shall be of solid upland soils, excluding areas composed 

primarily of wetland soils.  In addition, the same percent of land shall have a depth of topsoil of at 

least six inches and shall be clear of forest vegetation. 

Å  At least 75 percent of the total land area shall be of well-drained subsoils suitable to support the 

growth of healthy turf and athletic field use. 

Å  Land shall not include any areas of open water that could pose a safety hazard. 

 

Special Use Parks 

 

Special use parks and recreation areas such as community golf courses, arenas, gardens, plaza, historic 

sites, skate parks, BMX bike areas, disc golf, and off leash dog areas are based on the unique natural, 

cultural, historic or community feature of recreation activity.  The size, configuration and location of 

these parks will be determined by the city on an individual basis. 

 

Greenway Areas 

 

Greenways are privately or publicly owned corridors of open space that often follow natural land or water 

features and which are primarily managed to protect and enhance natural resources.  Greenways are 

typically planned to establish a system of inter-linked natural resource features and corridors.  Greenway 

widths will vary depending upon the character of the land and the intent of the resource protection 

strategy.  It is important to assure a wide enough corridor for the greenway to meet its intended function 

for example a wildlife migration corridor may need to be wider than a stream corridor. 

 

Linear Parks 

 

Linear parks typically function as trail corridors.  Land for linear parks should be provided within new 

subdivisions when the park plan shows a potential off road trail corridor.  Linear parks may also function 

as open space, wildlife corridors or a combination of uses depending upon their location and character. 

 

Linear parks used for trails should be a minimum of 30 feet wide to support a trail corridor and wider 

areas should provide sufficient upland to locate a trail and support facilities such as picnic areas, seating 

areas, or open lawn areas, at suitable locations.  The character, alignment and width of the linear park will 

be dependent upon the function, resource area, terrain and the proposed subdivision.  Trails located along 

waterways should be designed as such to accommodate potential changes in the waterway corridor. 
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Recreation Trails  

 

Trails are classified based on their function, design and location.  The most popular trails are for 

pedestrians and bicycles.  There are separated trails (parallel sidewalks and bikeways) within the same 

corridor, combined trails (pedestrians and bikes on the same trail), bike lanes (paved shoulder next to the 

street), unpaved natural trails and special use trails (cross country ski, horse and snowmobile).   

 

Existing and proposed trail alignments are shown on the Recreation/Bicycle Route map.  The trail plan is 

designed to connect neighborhoods, parks, schools, commercial areas or other community amenities.  The 

major trails can be used for recreation and transportation purposes.  The distinction between 

transportation and park trails is important in that the recreation experience obtained through the use of a 

park trail is significantly different from a transportation trail, even though they both serve the same basic 

purpose of moving people.  Trails within parks will be determined as part of the specific park design. 

 

Bike Route/Bike Lane 

 

The definition of a bike route in the context of this plan is a paved shoulder that serves as a means to 

separate bicyclists from traffic.  A bike route is different from a bike lane in that the latter is actually a 

designated portion of the roadway for the preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists rather than simply a 

paved shoulder which serves a variety of uses.  Bike routes are used for transportation as users seek speed 

and shortest route over safety and scenery. 

 

Naturally, bike lanes would be optimal because they provide bicyclists with the most protection from 

traffic.  However, bike lanes are also more expensive and more difficult to develop than paved shoulders.  

Although bike lanes would be optimal, a paved shoulder used as a bike route is still a much safer 

condition for bikers than riding in the actual traffic lane.  As traffic and bicycling levels continue to 

increase in the city, the separation that paved shoulders provide between the two will become much more 

important. 

 

Given the circumstances, the City should take advantage of the paved shoulders being developed along 

roadways by incorporating them into the bike route system.  The bike routes as shown on the plan will 

provide an extensive yet realistic network of bikeways throughout the community, as well as a link to 

other systems. 

 

Park and Trail Designation 

 

When new residential, commercial or industrial subdivisions are proposed, the City will require 

designation through the planning process of park land or trails where shown on the Brookings Park and 

Trail Plan maps or as recommended by the Brookings Parks & Recreation Board and approved by the 

Brookings City Council.  Where general park service area locations are shown on the Park Plan map, the 

exact extent and location of the park land will be determined and recommended through detailed analysis 

and review by City staff.   
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Table 2.1 
Park 

Classification Use 

Service 

Area Size Acres/1,000 Site 
Mini Park Specialized facilities that serve a concentrated 

or limited population or specific group such as 

tots 

¼ mile radius Less than 4 

acres 

0.25 to 0.5 Within neighborhoods and in close proximity to apartment 

complexes, townhouse development or housing for the 

elderly 

Neighborhood 

Park 

Basic unit of the park system, developed for 

both active & passive activities.  Design 

criteria should anticipate the changing 

demographic profiles of the neighborhood 

served, to provide appropriate facilities, while 

also maintaining a balance between 

neighborhood and community youth athletic 

needs. 

1/2 mile 

radius 

4 to 10 acres 2.5 to 3.5 Easily accessible to the neighborhood population with safe 

walking and biking access utilizing trail networks.  Parking 

facilities to provide access and minimize on-street parking.  

Site should have well-drained soils and not include 

topography of excessively steep slopes. 

Community 

Park 

Area possessing natural qualities conductive 

to passive recreational activities. 

2 to 2.5 miles 

radius 

10 to 80 

acres 

2.5 to 5 Site typically affords a variety of natural features, well-

drained soils, positive drainage, varied topography and 

accessible to pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

Conservancy 

Lands 

Area possessing natural qualities preserved for 

environmental, open space or aesthetic 

purposes.  Facilities should be compatible 

with the preservation of the resource. 

Community 

Wide 

Depends on 

resource 

Varies Significant natural areas, which merit preservation and 

would be adversely affected by development. 

Community 

Athletic 

Complex 

Area for intensely programmed recreation 

facilities and uses such as athletic fields, 

swimming pools, etc.  Separate athletic field 

complexes are typically provided for youth 

and for adults.  Fields are typically lighted for 

evening use. 

Community 

Wide 

10 to 80 

acres 

3.0 to 4.0 Site should be suited for intense development that is easily 

accessible to the population it is intended to serve.  

Located near high traffic areas such as schools and major 

thoroughfares, preferably in non-residential areas. 

Greenways Privately or publicly owned corridors of open 

space which often follow natural land or water 

features and which are primarily managed to 

protect and enhance natural resources. 

Site specific 

& community 

wide 

Sufficient 

width for 

intended use. 

Variable Corridors use to protect, enhance and link natural resources 

and features. 

Linear Parks Linear parks and open spaces developed for 

varying modes of recreational travel such as 

walking, biking, skiing, in-line skating; or for 

preservation of wildlife corridors, or streams. 

Site specific 

& community 

wide 

Sufficient 

width for 

intended use.  

Minimum 30 

feet wide. 

Variable Built or natural trail corridors used to link parks, natural 

resource sites, and/or community facilities such as schools, 

libraries, and commercial areas.  Certain uses such as 

wildlife corridors require sufficient width to ensure proper 

function. 

Special Use Highly specialized use area such as 

community golf courses, preserves, arenas, 

gardens, plazas, and other specialized 

recreation uses. 

Community 

Wide 

Variable Variable Site specific. 

Historic Sites Area set-aside for preserving and interpreting 

historical features such as landscapes and 

architecture. 

Community 

Wide 

Variable Variable Size should be adequate to provide support facilities such 

as picnic area and parking. 
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3 Existing Parks and Recreation System 
 

Developing a complete inventory of recreation facilities, programs, and events is an essential component 

of a Parks and Recreation Master Plan as it provides a base of information to use in developing the Action 

Plan. Understanding what facilities, programs, and events are available to Brookings residents will assist 

decision-making in the future.  

 

The inventory covers the following listed components: 

 

 Public Parks and Facilities (managed by the Brookings Parks and Recreation Department, or 

owned by the City of Brookings) 

 Undeveloped Park Land 

 Joint City/School Parks and Facilities 

 Semi-Public (State and Private) Parks and Facilities 

 Community Recreation Programs 

 Pathways 

 
Public Parks and Facilities 

 

The City of Brookings contains a wide variety of well-maintained public parks and recreation facilities. 

Twenty-three public park facilities, encompassing just under 640 acres, are available for use by the 

residents of Brookings. An inventory of public parks and facilities is described below and depicted in 

Map 3.1 Existing Parks and Table 3.1 Public Parks and Facilities Inventory. These parks are further 

delineated into four categories based on size, function, and service area. These categories (Mini, 

Neighborhood, Community, and Special Use) are suggested by the National Recreation and Parks 

Association and are intended to aid in determining the primary purposes and uses of existing facilities 

within the community.  
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Table 3.1  Park and Recreation Facilities Inventory 

Park/Facility Name A
cr
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p
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b
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R
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T
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 C
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V
o
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y
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a
ll 
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o

u
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Mini Park  - Service Area  equal to 1/4 mile or less 

Indian Hills Park 3.9 - Y - - - - - Y - Y - Y - - - - - Y Y - 

Lions Park 2.3 - Y - - - - - Y Y Y Y Y Y - - - - - - - 

McClemans Park 3.4 
 

Y 
     

Y 
   

Y 
      

Y 
 

Sarah Renee Park 2.2 - Y - - - - - Y - - - Y - - - - - - Y - 

Southside Park 2.8 Y Y - - - - - - Y Y - Y Y - - - - - - - 

Mini Park Total 14.6 1 5 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 3 1 5 2 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 

Neighborhood Park  - Service Area equal to 1/2 mile or less 

Arrowhead Park 11.2 - Y - - - - - - - Y - Y - - - - - Y Y - 

Camelot Park 7.3 Y Y - - - Y - Y Y - - Y Y - - - - - Y - 

Medary Park 16.7 Y Y - - - Y - Y Y Y Y Y Y - - - - - - - 

Mickelson Park 13.3 Y Y - - - Y - Y Y - - - Y - - - - - Y Y 

Moriarty Park 10 - Y - - - - - Y - - Y Y Y - - - - - Y - 

Pheasant Nest Park 10.6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Pioneer Park 15.6 - Y - - - - - Y Y Y Y Y Y - - - - - - Y 

Sexauer Park 20.5 - - Y - - - - Y Y Y - Y Y - - - - - - Y 

Neighborhood Park Total 105.5 3 6 1 0 0 3 0 6 5 4 3 6 6 0 0 0 0 1 4 3 

Community Park  - Service Area equal of 1 to 2 miles 

Dwiggins-Medary Park 22.5 Y Y - - - Y - Y Y Y - - Y - Y - - Y Y - 

Hillcrest Park 16.2 - Y - - - Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y - - - Y Y Y - 

Larson Park 15 - Y - - - - - Y Y Y - Y - Y - - - - Y - 

Community Park Total 53.7 1 3 0 0 0 2 1 3 3 3 1 2 2 1 1 0 1 2 3 0 
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Park/Facility Name A
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T
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 C
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Special Use Park 

Brookings Prairie 40 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Edgebrook Golf Course 150 - - - - Y - - - Y - - - Y - - - - - Y - 

Fishback Soccer Complex 81 - - - - - - - - Y - Y - Y - - Y - - Y - 

Larson Ice Center 
 

- - - - - - - - Y - - - Y - - - - - - - 

Northbrook Park 60 - - - - - - - - Y - - - Y - - - - - - - 

Rec Center Gym 
 

- Y - - - Y - - Y - - - Y - - - - - - Y 

Southbrook Nature Park 135 - - - - - - - - Y Y - - - - - - - - Y - 

Southbrook Softball Complex 25 Y - - - - - - - Y Y Y - Y - - - - - Y - 

Fifth Street Gym 
 

- Y - - - Y - - Y - - - Y - - - - - - Y 

Special Use Park Total 491 1 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 8 2 2 0 7 0 0 1 0 0 4 2 
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Map 3.1 
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Map 3.2 
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Mini Parks  

 

Mini parks are categorized as small, specialized parks that are usually less than three acres in size and 

serve the needs of residents in the immediate neighborhood (1/4 mile radius). These parks usually serve a 

limited population or specific demographic group. Neighborhood parks are typically multi-purpose 

facilities that serve as the recreational and social focus of a neighborhood.  They provide areas for both 

passive and active recreation activities such as field games, court games, playgrounds and picnicking.  

The Brookings community contains five parks that can be classified as Mini Parks, as shown on Map 3.3 

and described below: 

 

 

Indian Hills Park.   Small mini-park with a multi-purpose field, tennis court, basketball court, picnic 

tables, playground equipment, and a walking/biking trail.  The park is surrounded by homes with 

mature trees.  On-street parking is available with access via the walking/bike trails.   

 

Lions Park.  A small 2.3 acre park located adjacent to Medary Avenue and the railroad, Lions Park 

offers a small playground, basketball court, and multi-purpose field.  A picnic shelter and restroom 

facilities provide additional accommodations.  An outdoor ice skating pond is available during winter 

months.  A small parking lot serves the park. 

 

McClemans Park.  Bordered on the north and west by mature trees, McClemans Park offers visitors 

an opportunity to enjoy a break from windy conditions to play on the tot playground equipment, shoot 

baskets on the basketball courts, or take advantage of the multi-purpose field for any activity 

requiring a little open space.  A recreation trail runs along the north edge of the park sheltered by the 

mature trees.  A small wooden bridge provides access over a small drainage way flowing south.  

Limited parking is available as 15
th
 Street South dead ends at the park. 

 

Sarah Renee Park.  The park was constructed in 2006 and consists of playground equipment, 

basketball court, benches, a multi-purpose field, and a walking/bike trail.  On-street parking serves 

the park.   

 

Southside Park.  Located at the intersection of Main Avenue and Second Street South, Southside 

Park offers the neighborhood a ball diamond, basketball court, and playground equipment.  Restroom 

facilities, picnic tables, and off-street parking are available on the northeast corner of the park. 
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Map 3.3 

 


